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The Diwali Story 
One day, the demon king, Ravana, kidnapped Rama’s wife Sita, because 
he wanted to make Sita his own wife. As Ravana carried Sita away in his 
chariot, Sita thought of a plan. She left a trail of jewelry behind them for 
her husband Rama to follow.  

Rama went after Ravana and Sita. He followed 
the trail of glittering jewelry. Along the way, he 
met Hanuman, the monkey king. Rama told 
Hanuman how Ravana had kidnapped Sita. Hanuman wanted to help 
Rama to find her. He sent messages out to all the monkeys in the world, 
asking them to look for Sita. The monkeys, in turn, passed the message 
along to all the bears in the world, who also joined in the search. 

At last, Sita was found being kept prisoner on an island.  Neither the 
monkeys nor the bears could cross the water to get to the island, so they 
started building a bridge. Animals of all kinds soon arrived to help. When 
the bridge was complete, the animals charged over it and onto the 
island, where they and Rama waged a mighty war on Ravana, killing 
many demons.  

At one point Hanuman was captured, and he used his cunning to get 
free. He returned to find Rama and his brother Lakshmana about to be 
sacrificed to the goddess Kali. Hanuman outsmarted Ravana and 
sacrificed himself instead. Because of Hanuman’s bravery and selflessness, 
Rama was able to kill Ravana with a magic arrow. The whole world 
rejoiced. As Rama and Sita made their way back home, everywhere they 
passed, the people lit oil lamps to guide them on their journey. Ever since, 
people have lit lamps during Diwali as a reminder that light triumphs over 
darkness, and good triumphs over evil.  
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