
WHAT MAKES IT MEANINGFUL

Illustrating a storybook is meaningful and impactful because it allows individuals to visually bring their

imagination and stories to life, deepening their connection to the narrative. Through this creative

process, they develop storytelling skills, enhance their understanding of visual expression, and build a

sense of ownership over the story. It encourages critical thinking as they decide how to depict scenes

and characters, and fosters emotional expression by translating words into images. This activity also

nurtures a love for both art and literature, making it a powerful way for individuals to engage with

stories in a personal and memorable way.

TIME

30+ Minutes

MATERIALS

• A story of choice or your own story

• Paper ($1+)

• OR a device with a drawing app

• Pencils, markers, or other drawing tools ($2+)



INSTRUCTIONS

1. Start by choosing your favorite storybook or one of your own stories. It could be a fairy tale, an

adventure, or even something you made up!

2. Think about a part of the story that you love the most. Maybe it’s the moment the hero saves the

day, or when the magical creature appears. This is the scene you’re going to bring to life!

3. Close your eyes and picture the scene in your mind. Think about what the characters look like,

where they are, and what’s happening around them. Is there a castle? A forest? Lots of colors and

shapes?

4. Start by drawing the main characters in your scene. Don’t worry about making them perfect—just

have fun!

5. Next, think about where your characters are. Are they in a forest, a castle, or maybe even outer

space? Draw the background to set the scene.

6. Now, add all the fun details that make the scene special. Add details to the background, like

clouds in the sky or a rainbow after the rain.

7. Use your favorite colors to bring your illustration to life. Color the characters, the background,

and all the little details. Make it as bright and bold as you like!

8. If you want, you can write a sentence or two from the story under your drawing. This could be

the dialogue or a description of what’s happening in the scene.

9. If you enjoyed illustrating one scene, try drawing more scenes from the same story or even

illustrating your own original story. You might end up with a whole storybook that you illustrated

yourself!

10. Once your illustration is finished, show it off! You can share it with family and friends, or even

create a whole series of illustrations for different scenes in the story.
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RESOURCES

o Giving encouragement and praise: Praise, encouragement and rewards

o Drawing and its developmental benefits: What are the benefits of drawing? | Artist Strong

*All prices are quoted from listings on Amazon.ca

SUPPORTS NEEDED

Some individuals may need a bit of encouragement! Be sure to prioritize creativity and independence

in this activity.

OTHER THINGS TO NOTE

Don’t be afraid to get creative and add your own twist to the story. Maybe the dragon is wearing a

hat, or the castle is made of candy. Your imagination is the only limit!
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https://raisingchildren.net.au/toddlers/connecting-communicating/connecting/praise
https://www.artiststrong.com/what-are-the-benefits-of-drawing/

